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Huge vote of confidence in BVT
In a huge vote of confidence in BVT Scottish Government have
awarded the Trust a grant covering the next two years to allow it to
build capacity and create a more sustainable basis for the future.
Scottish Government are breaking new
ground in grant-aiding 25 development trusts
and similar bodies around Scotland. Funds
are being provided to enable the recipients to
develop their structures and systems, and
this will allow them to work more efficiently
and begin to deal with more and different
work.
The scheme, which is being administered by
the Development Trust Association for
Scotland (DTAS), will enable BVT to employ
two members of staff on a part time basis for
the next two years with the hope that by then
more diverse sources of funding will have
been identifi ed to allow for continued
development and delivery of projects by the
Trust.
The Trust hopes to be able to advertise the
posts in April and to start work soon
thereafter. It anticipates locating the staff in
offices at Balerno high School.
Welcoming the news Hugo Whitaker, Chair of

Time for Spring
Tattie Day 2014 attracted visitors from
across the City, many keen to take
advantage of the opportunities to
acquire their growing stock while
many others were also interested in
getting free advice on oplanting and
growing techniques. And that's not
taking account of those for whom the
coffee and home baking, story telling,
face painting and kids competition
were a real draw.
Sustain Balerno who organise the annual
event are again pleased with the result which
shows the considerable enthusiasm for
'getting stuck in' and for gardening in general.

BVT said, 'This is a real expression of
confidence in the Trust', said Higo Whitaker
in welcoming the news, 'and we are
delighted that the Trust has been selected
against very strong competition.'
'We know that the whole community will
benefit greatly from this investment, and we
will now be able to think about taking
projects forward with a greater degree of
confidence.'
While the funding does not mean money to
deal with specific projects, It does mean, he
continued, that 'BVT will be in a much better
place when we try to attract funds in future,
and I am very excited about what this mean
for the future for BVT and the community of
Balerno. We're also very grateful to Balerno
High School for providing accommodation,
and we look forward also to developing our
relatiions both with them and also with all
the others schools, as our projects
progress.'

Anne Silverleaf advising on choosing Tatties !

With over 20 different varieties of spuds on
offer there was plenty of choice for everyone,
and lots of edvice on earlies and later planting
There were certainly different styles in tatties from …..
evidence at the Great Balerno Pancake Tattie Day is always a busy occasion and even
Tossing Championships on 8 February at though this year it fell on the second Saturday
the Candlemas Market. Some pretty of the Spring school holiday, 22 February,
confident throwers had the pancake there was still a very good turnout. There were
almost hitting the roof of the stall, competitions to create your own potato
although no-one actually managed the characters, and the potato printing contests
legendary double flip.
attracted more entries than could easily be
accommodated in the paint drying area.

Candlemas & the March Hare
Pancake tossing, lanterns and Alice's
friend kick off the new Market year

the flying pancake

g pan
the fryin

!

At the March Market we had hoped to celebrate
the arrival of spring with the March Hare and a
Mad Hatter's free Tea Party. Unfortunately
spring decided not to arrive until the Monday
after the Market, and the Mad Hatter also
decided that overall it was a bit windy for bone
china and gingham table-cloths. In fact the
wind was gusting to such an extent that we
almost had to close early. Be assured that our
main concern at the market is safety and we do
keep an eye on wind and weather as well as
other safety aspects like cabling. But we also
want you to enjoy the markets, and we try to
make each one a little different. In April we will
again have the Spring Market and, if the weather
behaves itself this year then the Maypole will be
out for the May Market! See you there!

Tattie Day is also one of the Trust's most
important fund raisers for the year, and BVT
are delighted that Tattie Day 2014 raised some
£500, enabling us to plan with greater
confidence for a year in which we anticpate
several important developments including the
beginning of work on the Walled Garden

STOP PRESS
BVT are looking to appoint two part time
members of staff - a development
manager and an administrator - from the
end of May 2014. See our website for
details.

Hydro becoming a reality
With Harlaw Hydro's February announcement that it has
placed the order for the Turbine/Generator the hydro
enterprise has taken a real step towards the start of
production.

BVT will make use of the development funding fro Scoottish
Government to work up the plans so that the best possible use can
be made of the income. BVT's constitution includes power to make
grants in line with its charitable purposes and it is hoped that small
grant scheme can be introduced to allow for financial spport to be
The target date for installation is September, with commissioning at available to groups and organisations.
the end of that month. Edinburgh Council have also now agreed to
proceed to finalise a lease of the site and, with the civil engineering
BVT Annual General Meeting
contract now also out to tender it is now highly likely that the water
of the Bavelaw Burn will begin to generate power before the end of Put a note in your diary for …….. for the 3rd BVT Annual General
Meeting.
this year.
In terms of Harlaw Hydrol's constitution BVT will receive the free
income flowing from the Harlaw Hydro project. It is unlikely that any
funds will come to BVT through that route for another year or so
after generation starts. BVT is bound to apply its assets and
resources including income from the Harlaw Hydro project, only in
line with its charitable purposes. It will be drawing up detail
proposals as to how it proposes that funds coming to it from Harlaw
Hydro should be applied and intends to consult with Harlaw Hydro
and the community at large on that matter in the second part of this
year.

This has been an immensely important year for BVT with several
projects making progress although sometimes slightly more slowly
than we would have wished, and also more behind the scenes than
on the ground. If you'd like to hear all about what has happened so
far as and if you'd like to help to plan for BVT's future then come
along to the AGM on ….. at ……
BVT will propose certian changes to the hopes to its Articles of
Association designed to ensure that the Trust continues to be able
to meet its charitable objectives.

Walled Garden will continue a tradition
The approach of spring has injected
new energy into the Walled Garden
project, and BVT hope to be able to
take forward a residents consultation
during April. BVT are co-operating
with the Greenbelt Company in a
consultation designed to explain the
impact of the development, including
in particular on issues like parking.
The development of the Walled
Garden will continue a tradition of
horticultural use at Ravelrig which
goes back over 200 years.

destroyed by fire in the 1950s, the old
driveway gate can be seen near the new
Kirknewton traffic lights on the A71. Ravelrig
House was also largely destroyed by fire in
2004. It is unclear when the walled garden
was fuirst built but Historic Scotland have the
walls 'B' listed and the listing text indicates
'earlier to mid 18th C foundations with
alterations in the mid 19thC.

By 1870 Ravelrig was in the hands of the
th
18
Earl of Morton, proprietor of the
neighbouring Dalmahoy Estate. It is likely
that gardens were developed during this
There has been a house on the site at Victorian era as there was a keen interest in
Ravelrig since the 17thC if not before. What gardens across Britain with plants coming in
records there are of the house indicate some to collectors from all over the empire.
fifteen different families had possession of
The garden was used as a market garden up
the small estate whose policies are
attractively located on south-facing ground by Balerno resident Jim/Jack Hawkins until
that progressively slopes down to the Water the 1970s and the produce was sold at the
of Leith. It is likely that John Maitland precinct (situated where Scotmid store now
(younger son of Chrles 3rd Earl of stands). If anyone knows Mr Hawkins please
Lauderdale developed the house in the get in touch as we would love to have a chat
period 1655 – 1710. Having no expectation about the garden!
of succeeding to the to the Earldom, The Balerno Village has the Ravelrig Walled
Maitland probably intended that Ravelrig Garden as a flagship project for 2014 and
become a family seat for his descendants. would like to see it being used by the
He is recorded as buying a new family pew in community for horticulture. The early concept
Currie parish church and investing in the of allotments has now been largely
development of the estate including the superseded by ideas around a community
building of a mill.
garden. This would give involvement to a
The Lauderdales were the most powerful
political dynasty at the time and were great
architectural patrons – overseeing the
rebuilding of Holyrood palace and the
reconstruction of the family seat at
Thirlestane Castle. They also developed
Hatton House, just two miles to the northeast of Ravelrig, which was also the
birthplace of John. Hatton House was

greater number of people. There are many
models of community gardens so it is hoped
that ideas will come from interested people
as to what they would like to see. There is a
Ravelrig Walled Garden group and details of
how you can get involved will soon be on the
BVT website. You can also sign up for emails
at the BVT stall at the Balerno farmers
market.

Further details about BVT activities and all the current projects are available on
the BVT website.

BVT Bee Group

Help the Bees!
As BVT's Bee Group gets ready for
the spring wake up, here's an update
on one of 2013's new ventures.
Bees are under threat like never before, with
their numbers declining. There is strong
evidence that neonicotinoids – a class of
pesticide first used in agriculture in the mid
1990s at exactly the time when mass bee
disappearances started occurring – are
involved in the deaths. Another major factor
is intensive agriculture – mono-cultures and
the widespread use of pesticide and
herbicide contribute to a loss of habitat and
food for bees. Organic farming, by contrast,
encourages higher levels of wildlife –
including bees – on organic farms. Bees are
amazing - not only do they fulfil a vital role in
our ecosystem, they are one of the most
complex and sophisticated living things in
the history of evolution. Turns out one of
every three bites of food comes from plants
pollinated by honeybees and other
pollinators.
2013 saw the arrival of 3 Balerno Village
Trust hives. The refurbed hives were
supplied with their new tenants in July last
year and all was looking good in March this
year when the hives were checked for the
first time after the winter.
Whilst honey for humans will not be on the
radar for some time yet, it is good to see
honey bees in the local area.
If you would like to get involved with looking
after bees information will be available on
the BVT website soon, or ask about it at the
BVT stall at the monthly Balerno farmers
market.
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